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CONSTITUTION OF THE SOCIALIST YOUTH LEAGUE 

ARTICLE 1 NAME 

This organization shall be known as the So- 
cialist Youth League, hereinafter referred 
To as the SYL. 

ARTICLE II PURPOSE 

The purpose of the SYL is to bring the poli- 
tics AND PROGRAM OF SOCIALISM AND MARXIST 
EDUCATION TO YOUNG WORKERS AND STUDENTS) TO 
MAKE THEM OONSCtOUS OF THE NEED FOR ORGANI- 
ZATION DIRECTED TOWARD THE ABOLITION OF CAP* 
ITALISM AND BUREAUCRATIC COLLECTIVISM (STAL- 
INISM) AND THEIR REPLACEMENT BY A DEMOORATIO 
SOCIALIST SOCIETY. 

ARTICLE III AFFILIATION 

THe SYL IS AN ORGANIZATIONALLY AUTONOMOUS AF- 
FILIATE of the Independent Socialist League. 
The program and aims of the SYL shall be in 

A COORD WITH THOSE OF THE IS U POLITICAL DIS- 
PUTES BETWEEN SYL UNITS AND BRANOHES OF THE 
1SL SHALL BE REVIEWED iY THE NATIONAL BURO 
OF THE SYL AND FINAL DECISION RESTS WITH THE 

National Committee of the ISL. 

ARTICLE IV MEMBERSHIP 
SECTION t. The minimum political requirement 

FOR MEMBERSHIP IN TMK SYL IS AGREEMENT WITH 
THE AIM OF BU1LDIMS A DEMOCRATIC SOOIALJST 
SOCIETY. 

SECTION z. Every member must belong to the 

UNIT IN HIS VICINITY AND WHERE NO SUCH UNIT 
EXISTS HE SHALL SE GIVEN THE STATUS OF REMr 
BERSHIP~AT~LARGE UNTIL SUCH A UNIT HAS BE E.I* 



formed. Exceptions to 'jHIs policy can be 
taken only with ymf. arproval of yhe national 
BURt, 

SECTION 3« Where a uNiv exists, applicants 

FOR MEMBERSHIP «HAVL BE ACCEPTED BY A VOTE 
OF THE UN P."'-.- Wj'E*': NO tlNtY EXjSVSy A PERSON 
M'AY-OO.tN AS A M^JBtR-AV^URGEa APPLICANTS 

ftR 'MEMBER3H?P , -A.T J ' > 1,APQ2 S'AY'JS SHALL BE VO** 
TED 6N BY YHK NAT; ONAL B:jF.O a 



SECTION 4« All members 

lENT TOWARD JOJNIMC THE 



OF THE SYL SHALL OR*- 
!SU 



ARTICLE V ORGANIZATION 



SECTION i # 
CALE, UPON 
MAY BE CHARTERED 



Five or more members in any lo* 

APPLICATION TO THE NATIONAL BURO, 
AND KNOWN AS A "UNITI 



SECTION 2. Where more than one unit exists 

IN.. ANY LOCALE, A DlSTRlOT ORGANIZATION MAY* 
SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL. OF THE NATIONAL BtfRO, 
BE SET UP WJTH A D'JS?RjOT LXEOUT'VE OOMMlT"* 
TEE ELECTED BY A DISTRICT CONVENT : ONa WHEN 

St ELECTED tT SHALL BE THE FttQHEsV GOVERNING 
BODY FOR THAT AREA a 



SECT I ON 3- fe Im -.QEQ'GSAPHfOALV 
A REGIONAL COMMITTEE MAY BE 
TO THE APPROVAL. OF THE BURO. 
OtNVENT IONS IT S!!/'\' B* THE 
ING BODY FOR THAT AREA ~ 



* LARGER AREAS* 
SET LP SUBJECT 
BF % 1 WFSN REGIONAL 
HIGHEST GOVERN** 



ARTICLE V! NATIONAL CONVENTION 
SYL T If\lo Ii^. H!QHE ? Y GOVERNING BODY OF THE 

OIL Is tTS Nat;onal Convention, 

HElI 1 ^ fr A J H " NAr '^L OONVENTION SHALL BE 
HELi AT LEAST OKOE EVER * TWO YEA RS # PREFER- 




ABLY FOLLOWING THE CONVENTION OF THE ISU 

SECTION 3. A SPEOIAL CONVENTION MAY BE CALL* 
ED BY A MAJORITY OF THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE 
tltkia^' TWO^FIFTHS OF THE UNITS KITH AT LEAST 
ONE-THIRD OF THE MEMBERSHIP* 

SECTION 4 # The Convention Call* ti*ou>D*M<* 

AGENDA AND RULES OF THE CONVENTION AMB FR© M 

posals of THE National Committee, must be 

SENT OUT THREE MONTHS BEFORE THE DATE OF THE 
CONVENTION* 

SECTION 5,4 All rules governing a convent tow 

NOT DEFINED JN THE CONSTITUTION SHALL BE ES- 
TABLISHED by the National Committee in its 
Convention Call* 

-SECTION 6. -Only members in good standing 
shall have the right to vote for delegates* 
Voting shall take tlaoe on a unit basis and 
eaoh unit shall eleot one delegate for a 

tl'VEN NUMBER OF MEMBERS IN GOtD STANDING OR 
MAJOR FRACTION THEREOff, THE NUMBER t8 T© 9B 

specified by the national committee in its 
Convention Call* Units may eleot alternates 
to the Convention. 

SECTION 7, In A UNIT ENTITLED TO iNE DELE- 
GATE, THE DELEGATE SHALL BE THE PERSON WITH 
THE HIGHEST VOTE* In A UNIT ENTITLED T* TWO 
DELEGATES, A MINORITY OANBlDATE WHO RECEIVES 
0NE~THIRD OF THE ViTES SHALL BE ELECTED AS A 
OELEGATEJ IN A UNIT ENTITLED TO THREE 0ELE** 
GATES, A MINORITY WH t OH RECEIVES A QUARTER W 
THE VOTES SHALL BE ENTITLED TO ELECT A SJWGLE 

delegate; IN A unit entitled t« four oele* 

GATES, A MINORITY WHICH RECEIVES ONE FIFTH OF 
THE VOTES SHALL HAVE THE RIGHT Tt ELEOT ONE 
DELEGATE, AND TWO-FIFTHS OF THE VOTES SHALL 
ENTITLE IT TO TWO DELEGATES* 



ARTICLE VII NATIONAL COMMITTEE 

SECTICN 1* OeTween national conventions and 
subject t^theik beotslons, there shall be a 
National ^smmutee whioh has vcste© in it „ 
the authority of the national convention by f 

WHJtsH IT WAS ELECTEE* 

SECTION 2# The National Committee shall meet 

AT LEAST TWICE BETWEEN CONVENTIONS* 

SECTION o • The National Committee shall con- 

a 1st of _, (Number and (Number) 

alternates to f i ll va oa nol es on the~nat \ ona l 
committee. in an (ttfder decided upon by the 
National Convention. The National Conven- 
tion SHALL ELEOT ALU MEMBERS ANC ALTERNATES 

to the National Committee* 

SECTI&J 4« Elections to the National Commit- 
tee SHALL BE BY MODIFIED PROPORTIONAL REPRE- 
SENTATICN WITH THmL IM ITAT I ON THAT A MINORA 

ity » s to re oe i ve a s a max 1 m um t wo ~f i fth 8 of 
the National Committee, subject to upward 
*eyis|on 6y the convention* 

SECTION s» Members of the National Committee 

CAN BE SUSPENDED FROM THE NAT I ONAL COMM I TTEE 
A NB/ OR SYL MEMBERSHIP BY A TWO-THIRDS VOTE 
Of THE NATIPNAL COMMtTTEE, PENDING FINAL OE- 

oisicN by the National Convention* A member 
o„f the Natural Committee can be expelled 

FROM THE SYL ONLY B¥ THE NATIONAL CONVENTION* 

SECTICN •• All members anb alternates of the 
National Committee shall have the right to 

ATTEND ANB SPEAK AT MEETINGS OF LOWER BODIES 
OF THE SYL* . 

SECTION 7 • Members and alternates of the Na- 
tional Committee shall se fraternal delegates 
to the National Convention, with voice but 



1 



No VOtfE* 

id SECTION £*, . Thc National Committee spti. e- 

A A LEOT A REPRESENTATIVE TO -THE l&l NATURAL, 

T ^ OOMMlTTEEt - ... ' . , 

>Y t , i ,•,*•':• 

ARTICLE VIII NATIONAL BUR , 

r section <w The National Buro shall consist 
of National Committee members elected dy the 
National Committee* The National Committee 
i** grall select national buro members in terms 
{) of preserving the same ratio that exuts be** 
l tween majority and minority on the national 
:e Committee, as far as this is possible* Any 
l~ minority with one~ftfth of the votes of the 
( National Convention shall be entitled to be- 
presentation on the national boro* a repre- 
SENTATIVE from the Independent Socialist 

'- LEAQUE SHALL IE RECOGNIZED AS A REGULAR MEM- 
:- BER OF THE NATIONAL BURO. 

' — 

if SECTION z m The National Buro shall coiqbuot 

id the national political and organizational 

affairs of the syl between convent i ons, sud- 

JEOT TO THE APPROVAL OF THE NATIONAL GOMM IT- 

:fe TEE*. 

;e 

'e section 3* a memrer of the national buro 

> shall be eleotei by the nat tonal comm tttee 

:r to the post of National Secretary* The Na- 

;t> tion*l Secretary shall be in charge of..af- 

[« FAIRS RELATE* TO THE FUNCTIONING OF TBE-NAr 

tional Office ani subject to the approval or 
ee the National fiuao* 

'• 
;e ARTICLE IX REFERENDUM- 

SECTION t, Ietween conventions a decision 
of the National Committee can ie ovehruleo 
:s "I by a national membership referendum* Refer - 

IT * ENCUM3 SHALL BE OEOIDED »Y MAJORITY VOTE* 



SECTION z* Initiative for a referendum ©an 

BE MADE BY ONE*-THIRD OF THE MEMBERSHIP OR 
TWO~FtFTHS OF THE SYL UNITS. 

ARTICLE X DEMOCRACY AND DISCIPLINE 

SECTIONS The SYL shall be based upon the 

FULLEST INTERNAL DEMOCRACY COMBINED WITH LOY- 
AL UNITY OF ACTION TO EFFECTIVELY OARRY OUT 
■DECISIONS ADOPTED BY AUTHORIZED BODIES OF 
THE SYL, 

SECTION 2* The National Committee is to pro- 

VIDE FOR A YEAR-ROUND DjSOWSSlON BULLETIN IN 
WHICH DIVERGENT POLITICAL AND ORGANIZATIONAL 
VIEWS OF MEMBERS CAN RECEIVE FULL EXPRESSION, 

SECT10N3. A UNIT MUST PROVIDE MEMBERS WITH 

THE OPPORTUNITY TO PRESENT THEIR VIEWS ON 
ORGANIZATIONAL AND POLITICAL PROBLEMS BEFORE 
THE MEMBERSHIP* THE EXACT FREQUENCY OF SUCH 
DISCUSSION MEETINGS IS Ut FT TO THE DfStRE" 
TfON OF THE UNITS. 

SECTION Am The National Ocmmittce is to 

PROVIDE FOR A SPECJAL THREE MONTH PRt>0ON~- 
VENTION DISCUSSION PERIOD, 

SECTION s» Members whose dues are three 

MONTHS IN ARREARS ARE AUTOMATICALLY SUSPEND- 
ED FROM THE SYL; THOSE WHO ARE SIX MONTHS 
IN ARREARS ARE AUTOMATICALLY DROPPED FRO"M 
MEMBERSHIP, 

SECTION 6« Charges of violation of »!soi*« 

PLINE OR AOTIVITY HARMFUL TO THE SOCIALIST 
CAUSE, MA BE AGAINST AN INDIVIDUAL MEMBER, 
MUST BE MADE IN WRITING, THE INDIVIDUAL SO 
CHARGE!* IS ENTITLED TO A TRIAL BEFORE A COM- 
MITTEE COMPOSED OF MEMBERS OF HIS UNIT, AND 
ELECTED BY IT, THE TRIAL COMMITTEE WILL 
BRING W A RECOMMENDATION T© THE UNIT FOR 



FJN'AK AOTJONc A TWO^THiRDa VOTE! IS NECESSARY 
FOR EXPULSION! A MAJORITY VOTE IS NECESSARY 
FOR SUSPENSION OR CENkWRKc 

SECTION 7« All members have the right to 

APPEAL TO HIGHER fcODtFP OF THE SYL, UP TO AND 

jnqludzng the National Consent- on<> A major- 
ity DE OK Si ON €-F ANY Ki'iHER 120DY 18 NEOESSARY 
TO SUSTAIN OR OVERRULE THE DECISION OF A 
LOWER BODY* THE DECISION OF THE CONVENTION 
SHALL BE FINAL. 

SECTION 8. A MEMBER OF A COMMITTEE ELECTED 
BY A NATIONAL, REGIONAL. OR D I STR 1 OT CON VEN~ 
TION CAN BE TRXFD BY THE COMMITTEE OF WHICH 
HE IS A MEMBER OR BY THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE 
UNITS IN THE AREA WHICH ELECTED HIM. CHARGES 
BROUGHT BY ANY AFOREMENT T OMED COMMITTEE A- 
GAINST A NON'-OOMM JTTEE MEMBER MUST BE PRE- 
SENTED TO THE UNIT TO WHIOH THE INDIVIDUAL 
BELONGS FOR ACTION* A HIGHER BODY OF THE 
SYL HAS THE RIGHT TO TRY A MEMBER OF ANY 
LOWER COMMITTEE UNDER ITS -'UR I SD I OT 1 ON. 

SECTION 9. A SUSPENDED MEMBER SHALL NOT HOLI 
ANY OFFtCE OR VOTE IN THE BODY FROM WHIOHHE 
HAS BEEN SUSPENDED BUT HE SHALL HAVE ALL THE 
OBLIGATIONS OF MEMBERSHIP IN THAT BODY. 

SECTION to. The National Committee has THE 

POWER TO EXPEL A UNIT FOR CONDUCT DETRIMEN- 
TAL TO THE ORGANIZATION* In SUCH OASES, ALL 
UNIT PROPERTY REVERTS TO THE NATIONAL COM~ 
MlTTEEt 

ARTICLE Xi FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS 

SECTION 1. New members are to pay a twenty- 
five CENTS INITIATION FEE TO BE FORWARDED T« 

th e Nat i o n a l Of f i ce « 

SECTION z. Each member is to pay a minimum 



OF TEN CENTS A WEEK DUES. MEMBERS CAN BE EX- 
EMPTED FROM PAYMENT OF THE MINIMUM DUES WITH 
THE APPROVAL. OF THE UNIT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 
IT SHALL BE the policy of EVERY UNIT TO re- 
YIEW EACH MEMBER'S FINANCIAL STATUS AND TO 
ESTABLISH A PLEDGE SYSTEM ABOVE THE MINIMUM 
DUES. 

SECTION 3. ALL MINIMUM DUES ARE TO BE FOR- 
WARDED to the National Offioe, and all money 

ABOVE THIS SUM SHALL BE RETAINED BY THE LO- 
CAL UNIT. 

ARTICLE Xli AMENDMENTS 

Amendments ma'Y be made to the Constitution by 
the National Convention or jn referendum vote, 

ARTICLE XI It PRESS 

All wioial publications of the SYL are sub- 
ject to the direction of the SYL and the na** 

TIONAL OOMM ITTEE. 

ARTICLE XIV PARLIAMENTARY RULES 

SECTION 1, At all meetings AND CONVENTIONS 
of the SYL Roberts* Rules of Order shall so** 

VERN PR0OEDURE EXOEPT AS SPECIFIED BELOWt 

SECTION 2 # A 8EC0NB SHALL NOT BE REQUIRED 
FOR ANY MOTION AND ALL DECISIONS ARE TO BE «Y 
MAJORITY VOTE UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIES IN 
THIS CONSTITUTION* 

SECTION3. The chairman is to have the right 

TO VOJOE AND VOTE AT ALL TIMES. 

SECTION 4. On votes to c^ll THE question, 

THE NAY VOTE SHALL BE TAKEN FIRST. 
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